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Before We Begin...
We are so excited that you are setting aside time to
learn about the orphan crisis as a family. As you read
this, we pray that you would clearly see God’s love for
orphans and brainstorm ways that you can follow His
command to care for them. You will read stories from
The Boaz Project along the way to help you see the
amazing things God has done!

Day One: What is an orphan?
An orphan is a child who is not living
with his or her parents. Some orphans
may not even have other adults in their
life to take care of them. Here are a few
facts about orphans to help you
understand how serious this problem is:
There are 140 million orphans in the
world.
Over 99% of the world’s orphans live
outside of the United States.
Every 18 seconds, a child becomes an
orphan.

Children Like You
Who are the grown-ups in your life? They could be your mom or dad, grandparents,
aunt or uncle, big brother or sister, or foster parents. Think about who makes sure
you have food in your belly and a warm, cozy place to sleep. (If they are reading this
with you right now, give them a big smile or a hug!)
Can you list some things your grown-ups do for you every day?
If you did not have them, what would your life be like?
This is the reality that orphans all over the world face every day. Many of them do
not have a safe place to sleep. They may not know when they will get to eat or if
they will ever have someone to hold them close.
Can I tell you something extra important?
Orphans are children just like you. They need someone to feed them, clothe them,
and comfort them when they are sad. They want someone to celebrate with them
when they are so excited that all they can do is jump up and down. Every child
deserves a family.
As you read this devotional together, your family will learn that God’s heart is broken
whenever He sees a child without a family. God LOVES orphans and He wants to use
people like you to make a difference in their lives.

Meet James

James is a sweet boy who lives in India. He was
brought to Agape home by his grandmother and
aunt who were unable to take care of him. When
he first arrived, it took him some time to catch up
in school, but the house parents at Agape showed
him love and cared for him as he got used to his
new family. James is known as the family talker
and loves to tell everyone about his day when he
comes home from school. James loves singing,
dancing, playing soccer, and calling birds. To his
brothers and sisters at Agape, it is as though he
has always been a part of the family. God has
provided James with a family and He is providing
for many more!

Let’s pray together…
Dear God, we know how much you love every child in the
world. Thank you for giving us grown-ups who love and take
care of us. Thank you for providing for orphans like James.
Today, we pray for each orphan in the world. Let them know
that they are loved and seen by you. Amen.
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Choose one of the three
countries The Boaz Project
works in (Russia, India, or
Kenya). Ask your grown-up
what they know about the
country you choose and pray
for orphans living there.

Day Two: God Commands Us to
Care for Orphans
Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and
widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the
world.
James 1:27

Do you know what a command is?
Let me give you an example: Your grown-up
may command you to clean up your toys or to
wash your dirty dishes after dinner. They do
this so that you can learn to be a responsible
person and to show kindness to others by
cleaning up your mess. They love you and
want you to be the best person you can be!

God gives us commands in the Bible to teach us how to be more like Him and to
honor Him through the way we live. The Bible is filled with verses that show us
how much God cares about orphans. God has a plan to care for orphans, and it
involves you and me.
Isaiah 1:17 says, “Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the
cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.”
Take some time to brainstorm ways you could apply this command in your life.
How can you be a part of God’s plan to care for orphans?

Obeying God's Command
In India, Pastor Christopher and his wife Janani saw children who did not have
food, shelter, or anyone to provide for them. They prayed and asked God to show
them what they could do to help. One day, a woman showed up at their door
with her baby granddaughter. The baby’s mother was not married, and in India,
women who have babies outside of marriage are treated very badly. She was
very afraid and tried to get rid of the baby. The baby’s grandmother soon found
her in a garbage dump far away from their home. She rescued the little girl and
brought her to Pastor Christopher and Janani’s home, hoping that she would be
safe there.
Pastor Christopher understood how much God loves orphans and that He has
told us to care for orphans, too. He and Janani did not even have to pray before
making a decision. They had already been praying and knew what God wanted
them to do! They named the baby Epsibah and committed to raising her
alongside their daughters.
Today we’ve learned about God’s command
to care for orphans. God is going to care for
orphans no matter what. Nothing can stop
His plans! But He invites you and me to join
Him.
How cool is it that God wants to use US to
accomplish such an important plan?

Let’s pray together…
Dear God, thank you for giving us
commands in the Bible that teach us how to
be more like you. Give us a strong desire to
obey what you have said. Thank you for
inviting us to be a part of your plan to care
for orphans. Help us to think of ways to obey
this command in our lives right now. Amen.
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Memorize James 1:27.
Helpful tip: Write out the verse
using your favorite colors and
draw pictures to help you
remember words!

Day Three: God Tells Us Who He Is
The Bible tells us about God’s many character
traits. God is omnipresent, which means He can
be everywhere at once. God is omnipotent-He is
more powerful and strong than anything in the
universe. God is omniscient, which means He
knows everything. God is completely perfect.
As much as we wish we could, we can never be
as powerful or perfect as God. This is why we
need Him. If God was just like us, He would not
be God! However, God is so loving that He wants
to give us a chance to be more like Him. He has
many qualities that we can have too if we ask
Him to teach us!

This God—his way is
perfect; the word of
the Lord proves true;
he is a shield for all
those who take refuge
in him.
Psalm 18:30

God is compassionate.
To have compassion means to “suffer with” someone else. When your friend is
sad, you may feel sad for them and want to give them a hug to make them feel
better. This is compassion!
When Olya, an orphaned girl from Russia,
was cold, her friend showed compassion on
her by giving her a sweater. Olya wore that
sweater almost every day and remembered
her friend’s kindness. One day, Olya saw a
young woman who was shivering in the cold.
She chose to show compassion by giving the
woman her most favorite sweater. What can
you learn from Olya’s example?
God sees every orphan who is sad, cold, and
alone and He feels their pain. He shows them
compassion. How has God shown you
compassion?
Read Psalm 86:15 and think of ways that you could show compassion to your
family and friends.

God is merciful.
To have mercy is to show
compassion and forgiveness towards
someone even if you feel like they
don’t deserve it. Can you think of a
time where you did not show mercy
to someone? A time where you did
show mercy?
God is merciful all of the time. We
have all made mistakes and have
done the wrong thing over and over.
We don’t deserve God’s forgiveness,
but He chooses to be merciful to us.
God has shown mercy to orphans like James and Olya by placing people in their
lives who show them the love of Jesus. Orphans make mistakes just like you and
I, and God shows mercy to them no matter who they are or what has happened
to them.
Read Luke 6:36. How can you be merciful to your family and friends today?
God loves us so much that He
promises His character will never
change. Today, let’s remember
who God is and pray that He will
help us to become more like Him.
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Let’s pray together…
Dear God, thank you for telling us
who you are through the Bible. We
praise you because you are perfect
and holy. Help us to be
compassionate and merciful as you
are. We pray that every orphan would
learn who you are and know what it
means to be loved. Amen.

Make a list of as many of God’s
characteristics as you can think of
and show it to your grown-up.

Day Four: The Perfect Father
As a father shows
compassion to his
children, so the Lord
shows compassion to
those who fear him.

One of the greatest truths the Bible tells us
is that God is our Father. In some verses, He
is called “Abba” which means “daddy.” God
is the best Father, because He always does
what He promises to do, He is always the
same, and He will never leave.

Psalm 103:13

Our Good Father
A perfect father protects and loves his
children no matter what. He is patient
and attentive. Because he loves Jesus,
he seeks to be more like Him and he
teaches his children about who God is.
A perfect father promises that he will
never leave. This is the kind of father
God wants every child to have.

The sad thing is, as humans, we are not perfect. We make mistakes and we don’t
do what God wants us to do. No father or mother will ever be perfect. They will
sometimes get angry and say things they don’t mean. They will not always be as
compassionate or merciful as God.
This is why it is so important to understand that God is our perfect Father. He
does all the things a perfect father on earth should do-and even more! You can
trust that God will always be with you. He promises to protect you. He knows
every tiny detail about you. Luke 12:7 tells us that He even knows the number of
hairs on your head! He will never stop loving you.

For an orphan, whose father on earth may never be a part of their lives, this truth
about God is so important. The Bible calls God “the Father to the fatherless.” God
promises to draw near to orphans and to be a Father that they can trust.

A Father to the Fatherless
Pastor Charles in India trusted God’s
voice when a neighbor showed up at his
door with a baby boy whose parents had
died. Pastor Charles and his wife, Alice,
took the baby in as their own, and this
was just the beginning. The family now
cares for 12 orphans! They provide for
their needs and show them love each
day. By following God’s command,
Charles has become a father to the
fatherless, just like the God He serves.

Psalm 68:5-6 says, “A father to the
fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in
his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in
families, he leads out the prisoners with
singing; but the rebellious live in a sunscorched land.”
What do these verses tell us about
God’s character as Father to the
fatherless?
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Let’s pray together…
Dear God, thank you for being the
perfect Father. Help us to know that
you will always be with us, no matter
what happens. Thank you for being
the Father to the fatherless. We pray
that every orphan would know that
you are a Father they can trust.

Look up and listen to the song
“Good, Good Father” by Chris
Tomlin. Think about how
knowing God is our Father
could change an orphan's life!

Day Five: The Gift of Family
One of God’s promises as Father to the
fatherless is that He “sets the lonely in
families.” God’s perfect plan is for everyone in
the world to be part of a loving family. He uses
all kinds of people to welcome orphans into
their families.

Your Unique Family

God sets the lonely
in families.
Psalm 68:6

Take a minute and think about your family. You
may think of your mom or dad. Do you have any
brothers or sisters? Grandparents? Aunts, uncles,
cousins? You might even have friends who are
like family! Every family is different and beautiful.

Can you think of some reasons why you are
thankful for your family?
God does not want you to be alone. He gives us
family out of His deep love for us. Family is made
up of people who promise to be there for one
another and to love one another no matter what.
God is filled with joy when He sees families who
love Him and care for one another.

God's Big Family
When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we become part of the most amazing family- God’s
family! This family is stretched all over the world. If you didn’t know, you have family in
places as far away as Russia, India, and Kenya! How cool is that?!
As part of His family, we get to be part of God’s big plan to place those who are alone
into families.

Do you remember what it means to be an orphan?
A child who does not live with his or her parents may have grandparents or aunts and
uncles who can care for them, but this is not always the case.

In countries like Russia, a child in this situation would be sent to live in an orphanage,
along with several other children just like them. Sometimes there are so many children
that they may not get the help or attention they need. In many of these orphanages, the
children are treated poorly and this makes it very hard for them to grow up healthy and
happy.
This breaks God’s heart because He knows that having a family changes a child’s life.
This is where God’s family comes in.

A Life-Changing Promise
Joel, the house father at our partner home in
Kenya, knows what it’s like to be without a
family. When he was all alone, with no one to
care for him, God provided him with a family.
Joel promised that one day he would care for
children just like him, so that they may know
what it means to be part of a family.
He is now father to the boys living at El Shaddai
Children’s Center. He is a kind, joyful man who
loves Jesus and faithfully teaches his sons
about the love of their Heavenly Father.
We live in a world where sad, scary,
uncontrollable things happen every
day. God gives us families so that we
never have to face the world alone.
Take some time today to thank God
for your family, and to pray for
children just like you who do not
have a family to call their own.
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Let’s pray together…
Dear Jesus, thank you for never leaving us
alone. Thank you for giving us families who
love and take care of us. We know that you
never forget about the orphans all over the
word who are living without a family. Help
us to figure out what we can do to be part
of your plan to set the lonely in families.
Amen.

Make a card for one of your
family members to encourage
them and thank them for all
that they do!

Day Six: We're Adopted
After All!
For you are all sons of
God through faith in
Christ Jesus.

Adoption is one of the many ways that God
carries out His plan to care for orphans. It is not
only the gift of family for a child who has none,
but it can show us a picture of our adoption into
God’s family.

Galatians 3:26

A Family for Katya
Katya was born in Russia and lived in one of the
orphanages The Boaz Project works in. She was a
cute, giggly six-year-old the first time our
volunteers met her.
Although Katya loved to laugh and play with the other children and volunteers, she
could not talk. This is a common problem for children who do not have loving adults in
their lives at a young age.
Katya had also been diagnosed with a condition that caused her to only be able to eat
certain foods. The Boaz Project volunteers began to pray for Katya every day, that God
would keep her safe and healthy and that she would believe she is loved.
They did not know that God was already preparing a family in the United States to
welcome Katya into their home. Katya’s family saw all of her struggles and understood
what she had been through, and they still wanted to adopt her. They promised to take
care of her, provide for her, and raise her as if she had always been a part of their family.
God accomplished His plan to care for Katya by giving her the gift of a family through
adoption.
Do you know that, if you have asked Jesus to come into your heart, you are adopted too?
Just like Katya was not a part of her family when she was born, you and I were not always
part of God’s family. Something very important had to happen- God had to call your
name and adopt you into His family.

Let's look at some Bible verses that teach us about our adoption
into God's family!
Eph. 1: 5: “he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will…”
To “predestine” means to decide something will happen before it actually happens. God
decided loooong before you were born that He wanted YOU to be His child!
John 1:12: “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God…”
The Bible promises that if we believe in Jesus and all that He has done, we become
God’s children! When we trust in Jesus, He adopts us into His family.
I John 3:1: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us,
that we should be called children of God…”
We have done nothing to deserve God’s love. We make mistakes all the time. But God
loves us so much that He does not leave us on our own. Instead, He rescues us from the
dark place we are in, and makes us His forever.

Don’t you see? Making you His child was God’s plan all along! And what have we
learned so far about God’s plans? They always succeed. Think about how amazing this
is...God knew every single thing about you even before He created the world-all the
best and worst parts-and He still said, “I want YOU to be my child!”

Read Galatians 4:4-7. Can you think of
some ways that our adoption into
God’s family is like Katya’s adoption
into her family?
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Let’s pray together…
Dear Jesus, we are amazed at the ways you
are accomplishing your plan to care for
orphans. Thank you for families like Vika’s
who are welcoming children into their
families through adoption. Thank you for
adopting us into your family. Help us to
remember today that we are loved and
wanted by you. Amen.

Watch “Lucy Lane’s Gotcha
Day” on YouTube and think
about the fact that God loves
you this much!

Day Seven: What Can I Do?
We pray that you have learned a lot this week about
God’s command to care for orphans- who are children
just like you!
Let’s remember some of the things we’ve learned
together:
There are 140 million orphans in the world.
God commands us to care for orphans.
God is the Father to the fatherless.
God wants every child to have a family.
We have been adopted into God’s family!

Defend the weak and the
fatherless; uphold the
cause of the poor and the
oppressed.
Psalm 82:3

What are some other things you have learned?

One of the most important lessons we have
learned is that God has a plan to care for
orphans, and it involves you and me.
As children of God, we all have a responsibility
to care for orphans, which means we all have
a part to play.

The 99%. . .
Some families, like Katya’s, are led by God to adopt an orphan. In fact, it has been said
that if only 7% of Christians adopted a child, there would be no more orphans.
Here’s the problem. Adoption is a very long, complicated process and it requires a lot of
paperwork. Most orphans do not have this paperwork. The reality is that only 1% of the
world’s orphans are available for adoption.

So, what about the other 99%?
These are the children The Boaz Project serves. We work with children’s homes in
Russia, India, and Kenya where house parents are following God’s command by
raising orphans as part of their family.

Here are three ways The Boaz Project works to actively live out
God’s command:

1.Assist Orphans
Our biggest goal is to change the lives of
orphans. We work to make sure that every child
in our partner homes can go to school, is able to
get medicine if they are sick, and has enough
food to eat. In Russia, we have Russian
Christians who go into the orphanages and
teach the children about the Bible-much like
what you do in Bible Club!
For Kenyan orphans, like Allan, the love of house
parents and the assistance of The Boaz Project
have given him the opportunity to grow up in a
safe, godly environment where he can have
great hopes for his future.

2. Support
Caregivers
We believe that the best
people to care for orphans in
Russia, India, and Kenya are
grown-ups who live there! They
know the language, history,
and culture of their country. In
our partner homes, we work
with parents who are already a
part of God’s plan to care for
orphans. We help to train them
and encourage them so that
they can do their very best to
raise the children in their care.

When house parents like Pastor Christopher and Janani have the education and support
they need, they are able to give their children the best chance to grow up happy and
healthy. These are the people who are teaching orphans more about Jesus every day!

3. Engaging
People Like You!

Caring for orphans is a BIG job.
Remember that we all have a part to
play! At The Boaz Project, we are
always looking for people to join us
and God in what He is doing. In other
words. . .we need YOU!
You may be wondering. . .what can I do?

Josiah understood that God wanted him to be a part of His plan to care for orphans. When
he was turning 5, he asked his friends to attend a Boaz Project event instead of having a
birthday party. Each of his friends made a donation towards The Boaz Project.
This is just one example of how God has used a child like
you to make a difference in the lives of orphans!
Other children have sold toys at a garage sale and
donated the money to help orphans. Some have done
lemonade stands, recycled pop cans, or asked for
donations instead of Christmas or birthday gifts.
You may think you are too small to make a
difference...but we need you just as much as we need
grown-ups to make an impact in orphans’ lives.
One of the biggest things you can do is tell other people
about what you have learned this week!

Let’s pray together…
Dear God, thank you for inviting us to be a
part of your plan to care for orphans. We
know that you can use us in ways we could
never imagine. Help us to figure out what
we can do right now to be more like You
through the way we live. Amen.
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Tell a friend about what you’ve
learned this week! You can help
them to understand that orphans
are children just like you and that
God calls us to care for them.

Thank You!
We want to sincerely thank you for taking the time to learn about the orphan
crisis, the work of The Boaz Project, and most importantly, God’s heart for
orphans. We pray that you are motivated to join God in all that He is doing!

In Matthew 25, Jesus tells his disciples,
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous
will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and
visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one
of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Jesus tells us that whenever we show love to those in need, we are showing love
to God. We have learned how much God cares for orphans and our responsibility
to care for them too. The very best part is...when we care for orphans we are
ministering to God’s heart.
Believing in miracles,
The Boaz Project Staff

